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ARTICLE XI: ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
Section 1. GENERAL 

The Board may create one or more Advisory Committees in addition to those set forth in this Article. 

Advisory Committee membership may consist of Directors only, Directors and non-directors, or non-

directors only, and may also include non-voting or alternate members. Advisory Committees shall have 

no legal authority to act for ICANN, but shall report their findings and recommendations to the Board. 

Section 2. SPECIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

There shall be at least the following Advisory Committees:1. Governmental Advisory Committee. The 

Governmental Advisory Committee should consider and provide advice on the activities of ICANN as 

they relate to concerns of governments, particularly matters where there may be an interaction 

between ICANN's policies and various laws and international agreements or where they may affect 

public policy issues. 

  

a. The Governmental Advisory Committee should consider and provide advice on the activities of ICANN 

as they relate to concerns of governments, particularly matters where there may be an interaction 

between ICANN's policies and various laws and international agreements or where they may affect 

public policy issues. 

b. Membership in the Governmental Advisory Committee shall be open to all national governments. 

Membership shall also be open to Distinct Economies as recognized in international fora, and 

multinational governmental organizations and treaty organizations, on the invitation of the 

Governmental Advisory Committee through its Chair. 

c. The Governmental Advisory Committee may adopt its own charter and internal operating principles 

or procedures to guide its operations, to be published on the Website. 

d. The chair of the Governmental Advisory Committee shall be elected by the members of the 

Governmental Advisory Committee pursuant to procedures adopted by such members. 

e. Each member of the Governmental Advisory Committee shall appoint one accredited representative 

to the Committee. The accredited representative of a member must hold a formal official position with 

the member's public administration. The term "official" includes a holder of an elected governmental 

office, or a person who is employed by such government, public authority, or multinational 

governmental or treaty organization and whose primary function with such government, public 

authority, or organization is to develop or influence governmental or public policies. 
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f. The Governmental Advisory Committee shall annually appoint one non-voting liaison to the ICANN 

Board of Directors, without limitation on reappointment, and shall annually appoint one non-voting 

liaison to the ICANN Nominating Committee. 

g. The Governmental Advisory Committee may designate a non-voting liaison to each of the Supporting 

Organization Councils and Advisory Committees, to the extent the Governmental Advisory Committee 

deems it appropriate and useful to do so. 

h. The Board shall notify the Chair of the Governmental Advisory Committee in a timely manner of any 

proposal raising public policy issues on which it or any of ICANN's supporting organizations or advisory 

committees seeks public comment, and shall take duly into account any timely response to that 

notification prior to taking action. 

i. The Governmental Advisory Committee may put issues to the Board directly, either by way of 

comment or prior advice, or by way of specifically recommending action or new policy development or 

revision to existing policies. 

j. The advice of the Governmental Advisory Committee on public policy matters shall be duly taken 

into account, both in the formulation and adoption of policies. In the event that the ICANN Board 

determines to take an action that is not consistent with the Governmental Advisory Committee advice, 

it shall so inform the Committee and state the reasons why it decided not to follow that advice. The 

Governmental Advisory Committee and the ICANN Board will then try, in good faith and in a timely and 

efficient manner, to find a mutually acceptable solution. 

k. If no such solution can be found, the ICANN Board will state in its final decision the reasons why the 

Governmental Advisory Committee advice was not followed, and such statement will be without 

prejudice to the rights or obligations of Governmental Advisory Committee members with regard to 

public policy issues falling within their responsibilities. 
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